
IF WE WANT 

ECONOMIC PROSPERITY, 

WE MUST MAKE 

EDUCATION A PRIORITY.

GET 

INVOLVED 

TO 

MAKE 

A 

DIFFERENCE

THE EDUCATION CRISIS

highereducationsolution.com
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JOIN THE COALITION FOR 
SOLUTIONS THROUGH HIGHER EDUCATION

THERE WAS A TIME WHEN WE LED 
THE WORLD IN EDUCATION.

Decades ago, our country�s emphasis on higher education, 
coupled with intense national pride and a strong desire to 
be �rst, delivered unprecedented economic growth and 
prosperity for our nation.

Once the leader in every metric of educational performance, 
the United States has surrendered its leadership. Across 
the country, leaders warn of this brewing educational 
crisis; yet most Americans are not even aware that the 
problem exists. 

THE NUMBERS TELL THE STORY.

The United States compared to other industrialized countries:

21st in high school graduation rates

15th in college completion

24th in mathematics

21st in science

Arizona compared to other states:

43rd in the nation in the percentage of high school  
	 graduates who go to college

39th in younger population with a college degree

Additionally, less than half of our high school graduates 
qualify academically to enroll in our public universities. 

THE COALITION FOR SOLUTIONS  
THROUGH HIGHER EDUCATION

Recognizing the looming crisis, a coalition of community 
and business leaders, organizations, and other individuals 
has formed. Called The Coalition for Solutions Through 
Higher Education, it is anchored in the belief that it is 
imperative to raise the educational level of Arizonans, 
especially the younger population. Additionally, the  
Coalition will work to promote awareness of higher 
education�s contribution to a competitive economy and  
to the lives of our citizens.

You can become a member of this Coalition. As a member, 
you will receive information about the critical economic 

A PROBLEM WE CANNOT AFFORD TO IGNORE

and social challenges facing Arizona, the ways in which 
higher education provides solutions to these challenges, 
and the issues facing higher education and Arizona�s 
public universities. You will be encouraged to help 
spread the message about the crisis facing Arizona  
and the country.

Join a coalition of Arizona business and community 
leaders who have united to show their support of  
higher education. The Co-Chairs for this project are:

Chris Bavasi 
Vice Chair, Northern Arizona University Foundation

Don Budinger 
Chairman and a Founding Director, The Rodel Foundations 

Harry Hengl 
Managing Member, Western Financial 
Treasurer, Northern Arizona University Foundation 

William J. Post 
Chairman and CEO, Pinnacle West Capital Corporation

Sarah Smallhouse 
President, Thomas R. Brown Foundations 
Board Member, University of Arizona Foundation

Craig E. Weatherup  
Chairman of the Board, Arizona State University Foundation

To show your support for higher education, �ll out and 
return the attached information form today. For more 
information, visit highereducationsolution.com.

A crisis in education is looming in America. The 

educational performance of our children simply 

does not measure up to countries around the 

world, and we are not producing enough educated, 

highly skilled workers to effectively compete in 

today�s global, knowledge-based economy. This 

crisis is especially acute in Arizona, which trails 

the rest of the nation in college completion and 

other key measures of educational performance. 

Solutions Through Higher Education is an  

education campaign to promote awareness 

about the critical role that higher education  

plays in ensuring economic prosperity for  

our country and our citizens. This brochure  

contains important information about the  

threat of declining educational achievement  

and attainment, and about how Arizonans  

can get involved and stay informed.

Name: 	

Title:  

Address:  

City:  State:  Zip:  

Email Address:   

Phone Number:  

Place of Employment:  

State Legislative District, if known:  

  

 

 

Name of Organization with which I am af�liated:  

 

Address of Organization:  

City:  State:  Zip:  

Approximate number of employees/members:  

Other Organization Af�liations:  

 

 

I am a graduate of:  ASU   NAU   UA 

Other  

Additional Comments:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


